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the gate and leaving me in the carriage. While she was
in the house, Genl. Van Ness came up and discovered me,
an awkward circumstance, Mrs. Van N. was equally
delighted with the project and said nothing could have
come more apropos, as that very moment she was writing
to Mr. Pishey Thompson, to request his aid in making up
a literary table. She promised to call at Mrs. Thorn-
ton's after dinner to see me and arrange the affair. The
time was so short, that only three printers who printed
papers had hands and materials sufficient to do it. Mr.
Gales was applied to, but declined. Duff Green1 agreed
to do it but could not promise to have it done for the
Fair and his terms were very high. I left the business
entirely in Mrs. V.'s hands, and have not heard on what
she has decided. That evening, Friday, Ann and I re-
turned with Mrs. Bomford and staid all night The
next morning she carried us to the city where we were
engaged to dine with Mrs. Southard.2 Ann and I passed
a quiet, comfortable morning with Mrs. Clay, who is not
well and talks of returning home, in a year's time as a
thing, now certain and on her own account is pleased.
At three we went into Mrs. S/s who for the last year has
been kindness and sociability personified. Before we
rose from the table, Mrs. Clay came in and looking at new
caps and gowns and other articles of dress amused us
until tea time when Mrs. and Miss Cutts joined us and
soon after Col. and Mrs. Bomford who came to take
us home with them. Mrs. Clay made us promise to go
to church and spend the next day with her. This we did,

1 At the time he was editing the opposition newspaper.

2 Samuel Southard, of New Jersey, was Secretary of the Navy from 1825
to 1829.    His family and the Smiths were on terms of intimacy for many
years.    It was Mrs. Smith's brother-in-law, Chief Justice Kirkpatrick, who
twitted Mr. Southard with his ignorance of paval aifairs when he was first
appointed Secretary by asking him if he could honestly assert he knew the
bow from the stern of a frigate.acked chair,
